

Tier Six Won’t Lead To Government Shut Down, Donohue Predicts
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Union members descended onto the Capitol today to lobby against the this year’s bete noir: the Tier Six proposal baked into Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s $132.5 billion budget proposal

Though putting the proposal and its defined contribution plan into the proposal makes it either very likely to pass or run the risk of a government shutdown, Civil Service Employees Association President Danny Donohue doesn’t think that will be the case.

“I don’t think the government’s going to be shut down for it and let me say this: I would think if the governor is willing to shut down the government for it that’s bad judgment on his part. That should never happen,” Donohue said in an interview.
Of course, it wasn’t Cuomo who actually threatened a shutdown over Tier Six, though last month he laid the groundwork for blaming the Legislature for the shutdown should the Senate and Assembly fail to approve emergency extenders.

“Even the extender doesn’t take you to the shutdown of government,” Cuomo said back in February. “They would have to shut it down. Am I willing to go extenders? Yes.”

Ken Brynien, the president of the Public Employees Federation told Jimmy Vielkind that a short shutdown of state services “maybe” needed to get Tier Six out of the budget.

But it all seems so unlikely given the popularity of Cuomo and the decidedly lack of popularity for lawmakers. It’s an election year for all 212 (plus one added seat should the Senate redistricting plan be allowed) and an off-cycle year for the governor.

Donohue also seems to agree with Speaker Sheldon Silver, D-Manhattan, the organized labor ought to be brought to the negotiating table on Tier Six.

“The governor pulled this together without talking to any of us,” Donohue said.
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